
HOW TO 
PUNCTUATE 
DIALOGUE



In Mr. Bockholt’s class, Ty fabricated a 
mischievous plot.  Leaning over, he whispered to Jack, 
“Hey, we should get outta here.  You know, sluff class.”

“If we do,” he responded with a skeptical smile, 
“he’ll know, and we would get into so much trouble.  He 
might even invoke the MLA gods to prescribe our 
eternal punishment.”

“You’re right, I guess. We should stay here and be 
good students—listening to everything the sub tells us,” 
reluctantly Ty admitted as he readied himself the day’s 
activities. 



LEAD IN:

In Mr. Bockholt’s class, Ty fabricated a 
mischievous plot.  Leaning over, he whispered to 
Jack, “Hey, we should get outta here.  You know, 
sluff class.”



MIDDLE LEAD: 

“If we do,” he responded with a 
skeptical smile, “he’ll know, and we would 
get into so much trouble.  He might even 
invoke the MLA gods to prescribe our eternal 
punishment.”



END LEAD: 

“You’re right, I guess. We should stay 
here and be good students—listening to 
everything Mr. Bockholt tells us,” reluctantly 
Ty admitted as he readied himself the day’s 
activities.


